
For the past 20 years, the Connecticut public charter sector
has delivered important opportunities to students and families,
and has set a high bar for excellence. The state has also
developed a robust process for authorization and
reauthorization of public charter schools, an important
accountability measure. However, the charter authorization
process has lately become unbalanced.

The current process of authorizing a charter is cumbersome and complicated. It can mire a prospective
public charter school in bureaucracy and politics, unnecessarily burdening a community that needs–and
has advocated for–a new school.

Let’s Rebalance the Authorization Process for Public Charter Schools.

Current Authorization Process1

Connecticut’s current process involves coordination between 3
different entities and multiple steps:

A Better Solution
It is critically important to maintain
accountability for all public schools.
But a rebalanced process will also
prioritize family access to the
educational opportunities they
deserve in a timely and transparent
way. Here’s how:
● Remove the awarding of an initial

certificate of approval. Instead,
have the SBE directly approve
public charter schools.

● Empower the SDE to request that
the Governor submit the costs
associated with approved
certificates in his budget.

● Create a nonlapsing account in
the General Fund so that the
State Department of Education has
specific funds to allocate toward
state and local charter schools.

Step 1: An application for a state charter school is submitted to the
State Board of Education (SBE) and filed with the local or
regional board of education where the charter will be located.

Step 2: The SBE reviews the application, holds a public hearing in the
school district, solicits comments from the local or regional
board of education and neighboring boards, and votes on
granting an initial certificate of approval for a charter.

Step 3: The SBE submits a copy of an initial certificate of approval and
a summary of the comments made at the public hearing to the
legislature’s Education and Appropriations Committees.

Step 4: The General Assembly may appropriate funding to the State
Department of Education (SDE), which is authorized to
provide grants to local and state charters. Only if funds are
appropriated does an initial certificate of approval become
effective.

When the State Board and a local community work together to authorize a new
public charter school, the State Department of Education should be positioned with

the funding in place to meet students’ needs.

1 CGA Sec. 10-66bb


