
OVERVIEW: BILL SUMMARY & TALKING POINTS

H.B. No. 6620: ‘AN ACT CONCERNING THE RIGHT TO READ
AND ADDRESSING OPPORTUNITY GAPS AND EQUITY IN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS'

TALKING POINTS

The Problem

● Connecticut is facing an education and literacy crisis.

● Pre-pandemic, by 3rd grade, nearly half of CT public school students were not meeting
grade-level expectations in reading. CT also has wide gaps in reading attainment by race,
reflecting an ongoing civil rights injustice.

● The pandemic has further exacerbated this crisis, causing significant learning disruption and
loss, as recent studies have shown.

The Stakes

● We know a student’s ability to read is a critical predictor of educational and lifelong success,
and also critical to addressing the opportunity gap and racial equity in our schools and society.

● “Reading is the gateway skill from which all other learning derives.” By the 3rd grade, students
must transition from “learning to read” to “reading to learn.” Without those skills, the rest of the
K-12 curriculum will not be fully accessible to them, and they can fall increasingly behind.

● Further, we know today’s education crisis is tomorrow’s economic crisis, and CT faces
significant challenges with workforce development and equitable employment opportunities.
Poor reading skills are regularly linked to higher dropout rates, poverty and even incarceration.

● Many students are not learning to read because we are simply not teaching them the right way.
We have failed to properly and consistently train educators in evidence-based, structured literacy
instruction and interventions that utilize the science of reading.

● We are at an unprecedented moment, and we must act now to change this.

The Solution

● The good news is we already have the solution to this problem.

● Connecticut’s homegrown, research-based model for reading instruction – formerly known as
the Connecticut K-3 Literacy Initiative (CK3LI) and now called the Connecticut Literacy Model –
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utilizes the science of reading and has been proven in decades of research to work for
educators and students, as the most effective way to teach literacy skills. It is ready to be
scaled statewide.

● CK3LI “Pilot schools have more than doubled the number of students meeting grade literacy
level goals, while they have more than halved the number of students at significant risk for
reading failure.”

● The challenge is too many public schools and districts simply aren’t using it. Now is the time to
scale it across CT, which is the aim of this bill.

● Importantly, building this statewide response to the state’s literacy crisis will position
Connecticut to apply for significant federal funding through the Comprehensive Literacy State
Development grant. States like Louisiana, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Colorado have
done this important work and are receiving millions in resources to support similar efforts.

Conclusion

● This consequential legislation, if passed, promises to:
1) Provide effective and equitable reading instruction in every classroom,
2) Address systemic racial injustice by closing the literacy opportunity gap and
3) Enhance CT’s workforce development efforts,
ensuring our students and state emerge from this pandemic stronger than ever.

ABOUT THE BILL

H.B. No. 6620 ‘An Act Concerning The Right To Read And Addressing Opportunity Gaps and Equity in
Public Schools” — originally introduced by Senator Patricia Billie Miller — seeks to ensure that every child
in Connecticut has equitable access to reading opportunities, based on the latest cognitive and
educational research about how students build literacy skills. The bill represents a comprehensive
approach to better preparing educators and students by:

(1) Systematizing the use of research-based literacy instruction in every school and for every child;
(2) Expanding CT Literacy Model, Connecticut’s homegrown literacy intervention model; and
(3) Establishing a Center for Literacy Research and Reading Success that will:

● Collect data on literacy programs in use in all districts;
● Review implementation of reading curricula based on the science of reading;
● Provide professional development & coaching to teachers in the science of reading; and
● Collaborate with educator preparation programs to train aspiring teachers in the science

of reading.
● Steward the process for Connecticut to apply for significant federal funding through the

Comprehensive Literacy State Development grant.

Learn more about the bill at https://www.righttoreadct.org/post/aboutthebill.
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