
About The Bill:
H.B. 6620, “An Act Concerning the Right to Read and
Addressing Opportunity Gaps and Equity in Public
Schools”

This legislation—introduced in 2021 by Senator Patricia Billie Miller with the support of her
colleagues House Majority Leader Jason Rojas and Representative Brandon McGee—seeks to
ensure that every Connecticut child has equitable access to reading opportunities, based on the
latest cognitive and educational research about how students build literacy skills. States like
Louisiana, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Colorado have done this important work and are
receiving millions in federal resources to support similar efforts.

The bill represents a comprehensive approach to better preparing educators and students by:
(1) systematizing the use of research-based literacy instruction in every school, and for every
child; (2) expanding Connecticut’s homegrown intervention model, CK3LI; and (3) establishing a
Center for Literacy Research and Reading Success that will:

● Collect data on literacy programs in use in all districts;
● Review implementation of reading curricula based on the science of reading;
● Provide professional development and coaching to teachers in the science of reading; and
● Collaborate with educator preparation programs to train aspiring teachers in the science

of reading.
● Steward Connecticut’s application for significant federal funding through the

Comprehensive Literacy State Development grant.

Key Sections

Sec.
1-2

Tasks local and regional boards of education with implementing a reading curriculum
model or program for grades K-5 from among a curated list of at least 5 programs
identified by the Center for Literacy Research and Reading Success (The Center) as
being evidence-based and aligned to the science of reading, with a focus on
competencies in: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary development, and
reading fluency, including oral skills and reading comprehension.

Sec. 4

Clarifies that reading instruction, which must be offered by public schools, means
evidence-based instruction focusing on competencies in: phonemic awareness,
phonics, fluency, vocabulary development, and reading fluency, including oral skills
and reading comprehension.

Sec. 5 Tasks the Center with developing an approved list of screening assessments to
identify students in grades K-5 who are below proficiency in reading.

https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB06620&which_year=2021


Sec. 6

Amends existing statute regarding various reading intervention efforts: the intensive
reading instruction program, intensive reading intervention strategy, supplemental
reading instruction, reading remediation plan, and intensive summer school reading
instruction program. Expands all of these programs to grades K-5. Makes them
available to Alliance Districts.

Sec. 7
Amends existing statute regarding the coordinated state-wide reading plan for
students, expanding it to grades K-5 and requiring that it be developed in collaboration
with the Center.

Sec. 8
Amends existing statute regarding the reading readiness program under the
Department of Education to provide tiered support in early literacy within the Alliance
Districts, requiring that such program be established in collaboration with the Center.

Sec. 9
(NEW)

Establishes the Center and makes it responsible for: (1) collaborating with the
Department of Education on implementation of the coordinated state-wide reading
plan; (2) collaborating with the Office of Early Childhood to develop a birth to 12
reading success strategy; (3) providing direct support to schools and boards of
education, and supporting the education community through professional
development, leadership training, parental assistance, and technical training; (4-5)
providing reviews of local education agencies' reading curriculum models and
programs; (6) developing a website to disseminate information; (7-8) collaborating
with institutions of higher education to make the science of reading available for
teacher preparation and to report on this progress; and (9) supporting the
development of a research-based remote literacy strategy. The Center will be headed
by a Director who will report to a Reading Leadership Implementation Council. The
Center will hire reading coaches to provide professional development and coaching.

Sec.
10

Adds a responsibility for the Director of Reading Initiatives within the Department of
Education: supporting the development of research-based virtual and remote literacy
learning models and curricula.

Sec.
11

Amends existing statute about Alliance District applications for funding increases.
Among the menu of plans an Alliance District may submit, this legislation expands
"ways to strengthen foundational programs in reading" to include grades K-5.


